NORTHANGER ABBEY

GOTHIC LITERATURE TASK..

What is Gothic Literature?
The first Gothic novel was The Castle of Ontario by Horace Walpole. It was published in 1764 and was an immediate best seller. As a result of its success, an abundant number of Gothic novels were published. Gothic novels quickly became de rigueur among the chattering classes, and it is in this climate that Jane Austen wrote her parody Northanger Abbey. 

Facts about Gothic literature:
· Gothic fiction was dominant between the years 1764 through 1834.

· Arguably Ann Radcliffe was the most prolific writer in the genre. 

· Gothic fiction has been criticized for its; “sensationalism, melodramatic qualities, and its play on the supernatural (Potter, 1).

· The graveyard poets Gray and Thompson, who often wrote of darkness and death, influenced many Gothic writers.

· The Gothic form has had a profound cultural influence. Its characteristics may be seen in such classics as Bram Stoker’s Dracula and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. It certainly influenced and evolved into today’s horror genre.

· The main proponent of the form today is Anne Rice.

Characteristics of the Gothic form:
· Settings include: old castles, houses abbeys and graveyards. The setting is always moldering and ancient.

· The actions usually occur at night. Storms are common. The writers will spend many words establishing and elaborating upon the setting. Mood and atmosphere is essential in a Gothic novel.

· Characters are usually searching for something, a mystery, an old object, a missing person.

· Monks, nuns, dead people, and innocent heroes / heroines haunt the pages of these novels.

The task:
Your job is to write the opening pages of a Gothic novel. The main emphasis ought to be upon the establishment of mood and setting. You may introduce characters into your landscape, and hint at the action to come, but I do not want you to enter into your plot. Leave me guessing as to how your novel would develop. 

Grading criteria:

· The piece will be graded out of 50 points.

· I expect a minimum of 1.5 pages (double spaced) and a maximum of 2 pages.

· The best papers will be written in a spirit of seriousness; in other words, I do not want you to write a parody (we need to understand the characteristics of the form before we mock it!).

· I will look for: establishment of setting, creation of mood, use of appropriate diction to create atmosphere, and insinuation of plot appropriate for Gothic, (not horror).

· Your paper is due on: Friday, march 25, 2011
